Subscription Books 
Bulletin 


Committee on Subscription Books, American Library Association 


Dorotuy M. Brack, Urbana, IIl. 
Evcenia Brunor, Pittsburgh 
Acnes CamItta Hansen, Brooklyn 
Marton Horton, Los Angeles 
Cuartes M. Monruarpt, Detroit 


Fiorence B. Murray, Toronto 
Grace D. Rose, Morristown, N. J. 
ELizaBETH ScripTuRE, Denver 
Russe.t J. Scuunx, Toledo 
Wima L. Sexton, Albuquerque 
FiLorence WituiaMs, Denver 


Maset L. Conat, Public Library, Detroit, Mich., Chairman 











VOL. VIII 


January, 1937 





IN THIS ISSUE 


Bible story book 

Colonial families of America 

New Champlin cyclopedia for 
young folks 

New analytical indexed Bible 

New indexed Bible 


New standard alphabetical 
indexed Bible 

Panorama of the world’s legal 
systems 

Who’s who in American art 

Indexing and Binding Plans 





REVIEWS 


Bible story book, a complete narrative 
from Genesis to Revelation for 
young and old, by Elsie E. Eger- 
meier. New and rev. ed. Fifteenth 
printing. Anderson, Ind., The War- 
ner press, 1935. [c1927]. Style “A,” 
Reader’s edition, blue cloth $2; style 
“B,” Home study edition, blue imita- 
tion leather $2.95; style “C,” De luxe 
library edition $3.50. 

The three “‘styles” or editions of this 
work are identical in content except that 
styles B and C have an additional 63 
pages which include “Questions on the 
stories,” and brief sections on “How we 
got our Bible,” ““The books of the Bible,” 


“Interesting facts about the Bible,” a list 
of great prayers, and a table of “Our 
Lord’s parables.” Style C also includes 
16 pages of present-day scenes in the Holy 
Land. 

The Bible story book retells 233 narra- 
tives from the Old and New Testaments, 


following their chronological order. It 


thus covers a wide range though the sub- 
title errs in calling it “complete.” Also, 
although the subtitle specifies that it is 
“for young and old,” the preface more 
correctly indicates that it is addressed to 
children. 

In her retelling, the editor has mingled 
paraphrase, explanation, fanciful inter- 
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polation and moralizing comment. Little 
use has been made of exact quotation 
from the scriptural text. 

The language of the stories is at all 
times reverent, and the editor’s sincerity 
is obvious and deserving of respect. But 
in paraphrasing and explaining, she often 
loses shades of meaning and alters the 
sense of passages. In her effort to grasp 
the “viewpoint of children and adapt her 
language accordingly,” she has lost much 
charm of phrase and made baldly prosaic 
or insipid what in the King James Version 
is not only simple but beautiful. Wordi- 
ness often destroys the direct, dramatic 
force of the original. 

Illustrative examples of one or another 
of these defects could be taken from al- 
most every page, but a few will suffice: 


oe sn 


Bible story book, p.25. “God wanted 
Adam and Eve to prove their love for 
him, and for this reason he planted in the 


beautiful garden one test-tree, called the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil. ‘Of 
the fruit of every other tree in this garden 
you may eat,’ God had told them, ‘but 
the fruit of this test-tree you must not 


’») 


taste. If you do you shall surely die. 

Genesis, ii, 16, 17. “And the Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, Of 
every tree in the garden thou mayest 
freely eat: but of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.” 


pec, ee 


Bible story book, p.51. “When God 
saw how dearly Abraham loved his son, 
and how obedient and loving Isaac was 
toward his father, he thought, ‘I must 
prove Abraham this once more, and see 
whether he loves me better than he loves 
the gift-child I have given.’” 


Genesis, xxii, 1. “And it came to pass 
after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham...” 

= = 

Bible story book, p.190. “But first she 
asked for two months time to spend alone 
with her friends in the mountains, weep- 
ing because she must soon be taken away 
from them.” 

Judges, xi, 37. “And she said unto her 
father . . . let me alone two months that 
I may go up and down upon the moun- 
tains, and bewail my virginity, I and my 
fellows.” 


‘silent 

Bible story book, p.199. “But Ruth 
clung only more tightly to the dear old 
lady who had helped to teach her about 
the true God. She said, ‘Do not try to 
force me to turn back, for I will never 
leave youalone. Where you go I will go; 
from this time your people shall become 
my people, and your God I choose to be 
my God.’ ” 

Ruth, i, 16. “But Ruth clave unto her. 
And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return from following after 
thee ; for whither thou goest I will go and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God 
my God.” 


Attempts at stressing a moral with such 
expressions as, “What an awful deed!” 
“Poor, distressed Abraham!” “Now he 
was well! How thankful he felt,” etc., 
add nothing to the effectiveness of the 
narrative, and the commonplace rhymes 
which head several stories and are oc- 
casionally used through the text lessen 
the dignity of the subject matter. 

Whenever proper names which might 
prove difficult occur, pronunciation is 
shown by diacritical marks for which a 
key is provided. 

Pictures abound; 603 are listed and 
there are many which the list omits. 
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Twenty are full-page plates in color. 
There are a few copies of famous paint- 
ings in half tone such as Hofmann’s “The 
Boy Christ,” some picture maps, and 
fairly numerous photographs of Biblical 
localities. ‘The great majority are speci- 
mens of an uninspired type often em- 
ployed in Biblical illustration. 

Pictures often lack clearness through 
having been reproduced from apparently 
worn plates. 

Many adaptations might be suggested 
which preserve more fully the beauty of 
the Bible as literature, and yet which 
omit or edit as necessary to meet children’s 
requirements. 

Not recommended for library, home, 
church or school. 


Colonial families of America, issued 
under the editorial supervision of 
Ruth Lawrence. .. . v.1-15. 33% cm. 
N. Y., National Americana society, 
1935. $25 per volume. 


Colonial families of America is a col- 
lection of family histories from a gene- 
alogical standpoint, planned for issue 
in probably 25 volumes, of which 15 
have been published to date. Volumes 
13 and 15, upon which this review is 
based, each furnish information for over 
a hundred families, including collateral 
as well as direct lines of descent. 

Collateral lines are limited to those of 
prominence. ‘Thus, one frequently finds 
a statement like the following, v.13, 
p.84: “Issue among twelve children, 
Henry Peyton, who founded the Virginia 
branch of the family.” Names of the 
other children are not given, the line 
being traced through Henry Peyton’s 
descendants. 


European lineage is in some cases given 
in detail, while in others the history 
begins with the earliest known American 
ancestor. American families are occa- 
sionally, through a somewhat mislead- 
ing juxtaposition of data, linked with 
English or European families of the 
same name with which no direct connec- 
tion has been established. 

Biographies of some length appear for 
certain persons, such as Captain James 
Pendleton, v.13, p.132-37. More fre- 
quently information is condensed into a 
paragraph or limited to dates of birth, 
marriage, children, and death. Dates 
are lacking in some instances. 

Some of the longer biographies seem 
out of proportion to the importance of 
the individual; for instance, the seven- 
page article, v.13, p.314-21, which in- 
cludes many childhood anecdotes, a 
newspaper eulogy, and memorial verses, 
accorded a young man of this generation, 
of undoubtedly fine character but no un- 
usual achievements during his less than 
thirty years of life. 

Descriptions and in many cases full- 
page colored illustrations of crests and 
coats of arms are given. Their location 
under the family name is somewhat mis- 
leading, as it would seem to indicate 
(though no statement to that effect is 
made) that all persons bearing the name 
are entitled to the use of the insignia. 
There are also numerous plates of por- 
traits well reproduced in photogravure. 

The merit of the material as a whole 
appears to vary according to the care 
with which those who furnished data 
have looked up their lineages. While 
the information based on_ personal 
knowledge of recent generations is un- 
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doubtedly trustworthy, the reliability of 
earlier information is questionable. The 
accurate recording of facts seems to be 
subordinated to a desire to please. 

Errors which indicate the necessity 
for verifying data are typified by the 
following: 

V.13, p.191, William Clarke and his 
wife said to have sailed in the ship Mary 
and John, March 20, 1630. According 
to C. E. Banks’ Planters of the common- 
wealth, p.87-91, this ship on that trip 
carried no Clarke, though p.110-11 of the 
same work show that the Mary and 
John, sailing March 24, 1633-34, carried 
a William Clarke but no wife. 

V.15, p.139, Thomas Batherick said 
to have married, on April 3, 1673-74, 
Elizabeth Wells, who died February 3, 
1673-74—a discrepancy due to a con- 
fusion of old and new style dates. 

V.13, p.73 and 152, respectively, on 
which the early place names Tundis and 
Nashawena (for Farmington and Lan- 
caster) do not check with those given in 
the New England historical and 
genealogical register, Index of places. 

A scarcity of references to sources of 
information makes it hard for users to 
determine the accuracy of a specific 
statement. 

Lineages appear not to be arranged in 
any particular order. An alphabetical 
index in each volume appears accurate 
and complete as to personal names, but 
does not include subjects or places. 
Each volume has a table of contents, 
that in volume 15 differing from the 
one in volume 13 in listing not only the 
family names which head the chapters, 
but also the names of their collateral 
lines. 


Neither volume includes a list of il- 
lustrations. 

The volumes are handsome in format. 
They seem strongly bound, in a light 
blue buckram. Good paper and typog- 
raphy make an attractive page, though 
margins are extremely wide, perhaps to 
enable the owner to add supplementary 
data. 

The set doubtless has some value for 
those who know how to use it with a 
full understanding of its limitations. 
Combined with its cost, this qualification 
of its possible usefulness would seem to 
prohibit purchase except by libraries 
with the most comprehensive genealog- 
ical collections. It is not recommended 
except for such libraries or for the 
wealthy individual who desires a partic- 
ular volume to add to his collection of 
family data. 


New Champlin cyclopedia for young 
folks. 6v. N. Y., Holt, c1936. $28 
per set; $5 a volume; sold singly ex- 
cept the two volumes on Science and 
invention, which are sold together 
only, at $10 for the two. 25% dis- 
count to libraries. 

12v. N. Y., P. F. Collier & son 
co., c1936. $39.50; cash, $35.55. 
Volumes not sold singly. 


This set was first published as a series 
of independent volumes edited by John 


Denison Champlin and _ collectively 
known as Champlin’s young folks’ 
cyclopaedias. Under this title it under- 
went sundry revisions. Beginning in 
1924, more extensive revision was under- 
taken and the set was rechristened The 
new Champlin cyclopedia for young 
folks. A further revision of the set under 
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its later title is now being offered in two 
forms, a trade edition in six volumes and 
a subscription edition in twelve volumes 
at the respective prices noted above. 
Since the two editions are identical in 
content, comment will be based chiefly 
on the six-volume work which is of 
greater interest to libraries. 

These six volumes are as follows: 
Persons; Places and events; Literature, 
art and mythology; Plants and animals; 
Science and invention (two volumes). 
They may be described in general terms 
as a series of cyclopedias which give 
brief, elementary information in their 
respective fields for juvenile readers and 
include many illustrations. Illustrations 
are chiefly half tones, but there are many 
line cuts, especially in Science and in- 
vention. 

Volumes range from nearly 500 to 
640 pages in length. They are printed 
on highly calendered paper and are at- 
tractively covered with light blue buck- 
ram. The binding is fair. 

Persons, edited by Lincoln MacVeagh, 
contains biographical sketches of impor- 
tant people of all nations and times, in- 
cluding biblical characters and many 
living individuals. Mythological char- 
acters are in another volume, Literature, 
art and mythology. Articles vary from 
a few lines to a column in length. They 
are in general interestingly written, 
though somewhat unequal. Those on 
biblical characters are poor in style and 
somewhat childish in tone. Pronuncia- 
tion is indicated. 

This volume is larger by ten pages 
than the preceding (1924) edition. It 
contains many new articles and many 
minor revisions to bring it up to date. 


Some articles have been dropped. Al- 
together, it is a true revision. 

Places and events, also edited by Mr. 
MacVeagh, contains geographical and 
historical information in articles rang- 
ing in length from a few lines to a 
couple of pages or so. The interpreta- 
tion of the word “event” is broad. One 
finds articles on Collectivism, the Domes- 
day book, Fascism and the League of 
Nations. Pronunciations are given. II- 
lustrations include simple black-and- 
white maps. 

The volume has been entirely reset 
and numbers half a dozen pages more 
than the previous (1925) edition. Oc- 
casional brief new articles have been 
added without curtailment of old ones, 
as far as observed. Population figures 
have been consistently revised, and 
articles on countries have received slight 
additions to bring them up to date. The 
bulk of the text remains the same. 

Volume 3, Literature, art and my- 
thology, is edited by Mr. MacVeagh, 
though most of the actual writing is 
credited to Mrs. MacVeagh. It includes 
articles on famous works of literature 
and mythology. Descriptions and photo- 
graphs of famous buildings are given, 
synopses of famous novels and poems, 
and stories of operas. Biographical 
items are limited to a few lines each and 
generally carry a cross reference to ar- 
ticles in Persons where more extended 
treatment is found. 

Brief articles are given on Ballads and 
Sonata, but in general there are no entries 
under forms of art and literature, such 
as Sculpture, Poetry, and Drama, and 
none on Orchestra or Theater. Pro- 
nunciation is indicated. 
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Changes in the present edition are 
few and consist apparently of extremely 
brief new items for which space has been 
made by curtailing existing articles. 
Such additions were found under 
Cubism, Futurism, Picasso, and Van 
Gogh. 

Careless editing is apparent in the 
frequent wrong alphabeting of entries 
and in sundry wrong or misleading 
statements. Gareth is “nicknamed Beau- 
mains (‘Big-hands’) [sic!] on account 
of the size of his hands” instead of be- 
cause of their fairness. Dick Swiveller 
(under Swiveller) “marries a_ rich 
Marchioness.” Vachel Lindsay—full 
name and death date not given—is 
characterized as “modern American poet 
who wrote many poems for children.” 
The writing is marred by lapses in style 
and sometimes inept characterizations, 
e.g., “Much of the book is on a very 
high tone”; “Byron . . . wrote one of his 
most sincere poems with this inspiration” ; 
General Sheridan, apropos of his statue, 
is referred to as “famous for his speed 
and adaptability.” 

Plants and animals, edited by Deette 
Rolfe, limits itself to brief descriptive 
articles on plants and animals without 
venturing into general biological subjects 
such as Evolution and Protoplasm, some 
of which are treated in Science and in- 
vention. Itis clearly and simply written 
and seems free from the lapses of style 
which are noticeable in other volumes of 
the set. Scientific names are usually in- 
cluded. There are many cross-reference 
entries from local or less known names 
to more commonly accepted ones, e.g., 
Mud hen, see Coot. The numerous il- 
lustrations are small but clear. 


Although the words “Revised edition” 
appear on the title page, no changes 
were noticed in comparing this volume 
with its predecessor of 1933, and a letter 
from the publisher states them to be the 
same. 

Science and invention, edited by 
George Moreby Acklom, replaces the 
old Cyclopaedia of common things. It 
covers not only subjects implied in its 
title but also a number of others which 
would not ordinarily be looked for under 
such a heading. Examples of the latter 
are Architecture, Army, Bagpipe, 
Cavalry, Currency, Fisheries, Library, 
Merchant marine, Militia, Music and 
Orchestra. Contrariwise, although ar- 
ticles occur on Diet, Muscles, and other 
topics of anatomy and physiology, none 
was found on Hygiene nor on any dis- 
ease. 

Articles are much longer than in other 
volumes of the set. The writing is less 
simple and is often slovenly and some- 
times confused. Some articles seem be- 
yond the range of the ordinary high 
school student, e.g., those on Geometry 
and Isotopes. 

Errors in statement seem sufficiently 
frequent and of a character to require 
mention. The water vapor in the air 
is credited with being “the cause of all 
our weather—rain, clouds, thunder- 
storms, snow, etc.” (p.12). Arcturus 
is called “the brightest star in the north- 
ern skies and fifth brightest in the whole 
of the heavens” (p.59), both halves of 
which statement are wrong. Fossil 
bearing meteorites are mentioned 
seriously, though wholly discredited by 
modern science (p.595). In the article, 
Dyeing, an example of vat dyeing is used 
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to illustrate mordant dyeing. Other 
instances could be cited of wrong or 
faulty statements which make Science 
and invention a hardly dependable guide 
to place in the hands of young people. 

Taken as a whole, The new Champlin 
cyclopedia for young folks contains much 
usable material which should serve where 
brief, simple information is required in 
the several fields covered by the dif- 
ferent volumes. The illustrations are 
helpfully chosen in general though not 
always well reproduced. Individual 
volumes are open to criticism for errors, 
omissions and defects of style as pointed 
out. Cross references are numerous both 
in the bodies of articles and as individual 
entries, but are very incompletely worked 
out between volumes. Thus in Litera- 
ture, art and mythology, cross references 
are found to articles in Persons, but not 
to Architecture, Bassoon, Music, etc., in 
Science and Invention. 

The varying execution of the different 
volumes and the inequalities in revision 
make a blanket recommendation im- 
practicable. For libraries and homes 
where a standard children’s encyclo- 
pedia is owned but where supplementary 
material of this type is needed, the fol- 
lowing opinions are offered on indi- 
vidual volumes: 

Persons and Places and events are 
recommended as superseding the edi- 
tions of 1924 and 1925, respectively. 

Literature, art and mythology is 
recommended where the 1930 edition is 
not owned and where allowance can be 
made for the defects pointed out. 

Plants and animals is recommended 
where the 1933 issue of the volume is not 
owned. 


Seen 


Science and invention is not recom- 
mended. 

The edition with the Collier imprint 
is bound in twelve volumes in six colors 
of cloth, two volumes to each color. 
The volumes are numbered consecu- 
tively and titles are not sold separately. 
The price is much higher than that of 
the trade edition, and does not seem 
justified from the purchaser’s standpoint 
by the purely physical difference between 
the two sets. 

The combination and marketing of 
these volumes as a set rather than as a 
series is unfortunate because the work is 
at once brought into comparison with 
standard encyclopedias for children, 
much to its disadvantage. It omits too 
many topics and even classes of topics, 
e.g., sports and diseases, to be satisfactory 
as an encyclopedia even for children. It 
lacks effective integration and general 
editing, and suffers from inequalities of 
style and of dependability. 

As a substitute or equivalent for a 
standard encyclopedia for children it 
cannot be recommended. 


New indexed Bible. Authorized ver- 
sion. Chicago, John A. Dickson pub- 
lishing co. [cl1929] cloth $4.75; 
leather, morocco grained, cloth lined, 
divinity circuit (style 5) $9.75. 
Other styles from $7.50 to $25. 

New analytical indexed Bible. 
Authorized version. Chicago, John A. 
Dickson publishing co. [c1931] art 
cloth $7.75; keratol, limp binding, 
round corners (style 30-K) $9.75. 
Other styles from $10 to $18.75. 


These two Bibles represent attempts 
to give in one volume the type of assist- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





8 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





ance in Bible study usually obtainable 
only from a collection of study materials. 
The New indexed Bible is the earlier 
work with copyright dates extending back 
to 1901. Much of its special material 
has been included in the New analytical 
indexed Bible. ‘The editor of both 
volumes is J. R. Kaye, author of Stu- 
dent’s Bible guide and helps from which 
much of the collateral material is taken. 

It is unnecessary to describe and com- 
pare these two Bibles in detail. Of the 
more important reference features may be 
noted the 200-page Index and digest 
(condensed Bible dictionary with refer- 
ences), and the selective Concordance 
which are identical in both volumes. In 
the New indexed Bible is found a lengthy 
Collation of scripture, which is an 
alphabetic list of topics relating to human 
life, with related passages of scripture 
classified and quoted under each heading. 
Corresponding to this in the New analyt- 
ical indexed Bible is a similar but briefer 
Topical study of the Bible. 

Both volumes contain numerous minor 
tables, indexes and other matter such as 
one looks for in a Bible of this kind. 
Some of these features are common to 
both works in either identical or more 
or less equivalent form, and some are 
found only in one or the other. 

Some identical short sections are a 
Genealogy of the patriarchs, a table of 
Laws of the Hebrew people, and indexed 
lives of Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, 
David, Daniel, and Paul. Examples of 
virtual equivalents are the Bible chronol- 
ogies and the histories of the English 
translations of the Bible. 

Twelve colored and 14 indifferent 
black-and-white maps are found in the 


New analytical and four maps outlined in 
color in the New indexed Bible. The 
latter are too crowded and confused to be 
satisfactory. 

Some sections found in the New in- 
dexed Bible only are the collections of 
the Sayings, parables, warnings, miracles, 
and miscellaneous sayings of Christ and 
Christ’s life indexed. 

In the New analytical indexed Bible 
only are found a harmony of the Gospels, 
a table of the Herodian family, a Jewish 
calendar, and a table of weights and 
measures. 

The text of both Bibles is that of 
the Authorized version and is self- 
pronouncing. That of the New analyt- 
ical is provided with the renderings of 
the American revised version which are 
inserted in brackets [ ] in the text itself, 
following the Authorized wording which 
they correct. Citations of other passages 
follow each verse from which references 
are made, instead of being listed in 
marginal columns. The text of the New 
indexed Bible is without marginal notes 
despite the reference in the subtitle to 
“two marginal reference columns.” 

In the New analytical, each book is 
preceded by an introduction and outline 
chart. It is followed by explanatory 
matter which consists typically of a de- 
tailed outline, a statement of Outstand- 
ing facts, a note of Contemporaneous 
history (where applicable) and refer- 
ences found in the New ‘Testament. 
Sometimes there is a special article, such 
as that on Hebrew music, which follows 
the Psalms, and occasionally a map. 

Corresponding material in the New 
indexed Bible is limited to an analysis of 
the books of the Bible, a section which 
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consists of discussions of the different 
books, equivalent to the brief introduc- 
tions preceding the several books in the 
New analytical. 

Both Bibles examined (style 5 of the 
New indexed Bible and style 30-K of the 
New analytical indexed Bible) are clearly 
printed on thin paper somewhat less 
opaque than that of some other similar 
publications, so that the reader is con- 
scious of the print on the underside of 
the leaf. The New indexed Bible is also 
obtainable printed on Oxford India 
paper. 

These Bibles seem more particularly 
suited to personal ownership by individ- 
uals who desire a work which contains 
study and reference helps edited from a 
fundamentalist standpoint. They are 
recommended for this purpose. ‘They 
should also be useful in libraries where 
readers wish to consult such a work and 
do not care to use the more extensive 
concordances and other reference aids 
which a good library is likely to have. 

The individual in search of a suitable 
Bible with study and reference aids is 
reminded that many such publications are 
available, edited from different points of 
view. Comparison is desirable for ensur- 
ing a satisfactory choice with reference to 
particular personal needs. 


The New standard alphabetical in- 
dexed Bible (authorized or King 
James version); school and library 
reference ed., containing the Old and 


New Testaments . . . to which are 
added many unique features of the 
Bible such as an alphabetical arrange- 
ment of all essential subjects, King 
Solomon’s temple, character analysis, 


also authentic and reliable chronologic 
historical charts and history of the 
Bible, pictorial pronouncing dictionary 
and other interesting instructive 
features . . . richly illustrated with 
beautiful colored plates of the old 
masters. Manufactured by the John 
A. Hertel co., Chicago [c1923-1936] 
black, stamped leather $19.85. 


The present work is a new edition of a 
publication whose copyright dates go 
back to 1923. A change in the wording 
of the subtitle indicates that it is definitely 
intended for schools and libraries, as 
well, presumably, as for private use. In 
a publisher’s circular the title is given as 
the New standard reference Bible, which 
also appears on the cover. 

The principal special features of this 
Bible which seem to call for mention are: 

“An alphabetic and cyclopedic index 
of the Holy Bible... by P. B. Fitzwater, 
D. D. and Ira M. Price, Ph. D., LL. D. 
assisted by other noted specialists.” 

“Index of Scriptures concerning King 
Solomon’s temple, compiled and ar- 
ranged by C. H. Stauffacher, D. D. as- 
sisted by noted specialists.” (Eight pages 
for Masonic readers) 

“Why we were thus dealt with.” (A 
two-page index of references of special 
interest to Masons) 

“Alphabetical index for personal 
workers and Sunday School teachers: 
reasons for being a Christian.” 

“Synchronous history of the nations.” 
(New to this edition) 

“History of the English Bible.” (New 
to this edition) 

“Concordance to the Old and New 
Testaments.” 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





10 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





A Bible dictionary by the late William 
Smith, LL. D. 

The colored pictures. 

The “Alphabetic and cyclopedic in- 
dex” consists of an alphabetical list of 
topics, of which proper names form the 
bulk. Each topic is usually followed by 
a definition, etymological meaning, or ex- 
planatory phrase. Below it are listed 
sub-topics with citations of appropriate 
passages. These sub-topics are usually 
arranged in no apparent order. 

Topics other than persons and places 
are not limited to terms actually occur- 
ring in the Bible. Thus, one finds such 
headings as Real estate, Women’s rights, 
Homicide, and even Aeroplane, Automo- 
bile, Radio and Wireless, under which 
latter headings are cited passages which 
the compilers consider to forecast these 
inventions. ‘The list of topics is not ex- 
haustive, however. One finds references 
for Army, but not for Weapons; for 
Arts and Crafts, but not for Tools; for 
Nazarite, but not for Asceticism. ‘There 
are virtually no cross references. 

The definitions and other phrases fol- 
lowing the topical headings often seem 
at least farfetched. For example: “anvil 
— a stroke” ; “bless — to kneel in adora- 
tion” ; “bean — to be thick” ; “fish — to 
squirm”; “stork — affectionate.” A cu- 
rious instance is “quit — resign” with its 
references to Joshua, ii, 20 and I Corin- 
thians, xvi, 13. In neither of the two 
passages will the word “quit” bear this 
meaning. 

Under the various headings, the 
references are far from exhaustive and 
observe no apparent principle of selection. 
Thus, under Locusts, one finds no 
reference to the Egyptian plague; under 


Stealing, none to the eighth Command- 
ment; and under Songs, none to the song 
of Moses in Deuteronomy 32. Such in- 
stances could be multiplied. Numerous 
references give little or nothing more 
than could be gained through a good 
concordance. 

Altogether, the “Alphabetic and cyclo- 
pedic index” is so incomplete and so care- 
lessly and inexpertly compiled as to be of 
little value. 

The “Alphabetical index for personal 
workers,” 31 double-column pages of 
large print, is a practical manual for 
approaching prospective converts. It 
consists of a selection of topics, alpha- 
betically arranged, under each of which 
may be found apposite texts, arguments, 
etc., compiled from a fundamentalist 
standpoint. It seems better suited to the 
needs of the religious worker who requires 
such material than to library and school 
demands. 

The “Synchronous history of the 
nations” is a parallel chronological table 
of Biblical and contemporary world his- 
tory from 5000 B.C. to 95 A.D. and 
seems as if it should be useful to the 
Bible student. A few phrases appear 
unusual for a tabular compilation of facts, 
namely, “the first lash of Jehovah’s whip,” 
“that border ruffian, Jephthah,” “that 
acrobatic Samson.” 

The “History of the English Bible” is 
chiefly a collection of reproductions of 
pages from historic texts with brief, inter- 
esting historical notes, and a chronology. 

The 41-page Concordance appears to 
be a reprint of an early work. With the 
exception of terms for Deity, Jews, Jeru- 
salem, etc., it is limited to ordinary words. 
It is rather difficult to use. Thus, for 
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a word like Wisdom, one must look under 
Wise; I’s and J’s are alphabeted together, 
causing Jewels, for example, to precede 
Ignorance. It is necessarily incomplete, 
though probably no more so than other 
concordances which are included as aids 
in student editions of the Bible. 

The Bible dictionary of 96 pages is en- 
titled in part: “Answers to all questions 
pertaining to persons, places and things 
of the Scriptures arranged in alphabetical 
order ... by William Smith, LL. D.... 
also containing the latest facts and dis- 
coveries of recent scholars and travelers, 
and nearly every important scriptural 
word and subject. [Illustrated with 
nearly 700 fine engravings.” 

The information given is much too 
brief to give “answers to all questions” 
and, in spite of the claims just quoted, 
hardly reflects “the latest facts and dis- 
coveries of recent scholars and travelers.” 
Some “important scriptural words and 
subjects” not included are Salvation, Holy 
Ghost, Transfiguration, and Sin (trans- 
gression). 

Illustrations of an old-fashioned type 
occupy perhaps from one-third to one- 
half the page space of the Bible dictionary. 
Many seem to have no relation to any 
article in the text, some seem entirely 
pointless, few accompany articles to which 
they are related, and no references to 
pictures were found in articles examined. 
The quality of pictures apparently ranged 
originally from good or fair to poor. It 
has much deteriorated in the present 
printing, because of seemingly old and 
worn plates. 

The eight brightly “colored plates of 
the old masters” comprise five illustra- 
tions after Doré, a section from Sargent’s 


a 


frieze of the Prophets, and reproductions 
of pictures by Briton Riviére and Edwin 
Long. 

The scriptural text itself is in large, 
clear type, the words of Jesus being 
printed in red. The marginal references 
carry the chronology of Archbishop 
Ussher, although a note by Dr. Price 
prefacing a section of Old Testament time 
charts, speaks of it as “both misleading 
and worthless,” and the dates in the 
“Synchronous history of the nations” 
disregard it. 

The general appearance of this Bible is 
attractive. The binding is satisfactory. 
The several sections seem to have been 
printed from plates of correspondingly 
various ages, and in the cases of the Con- 
cordance and the “Answers to all ques- 
tions” show marked signs of wear. 

The New standard alphabetical in- 
dexed Bible contains some material which 
should be helpful to individuals from its 
special standpoint, but on the whole is 
very unsatisfactory. The needs of the 
Sunday School teacher and religious 
worker would seem for the most part 
better and less expensively served by 
other, more compact and better edited 
editions of the Scriptures. 

The needs of Masonic readers would 
seem better met by less expensive Bibles 
especially edited for Masons. 

From the library standpoint, more 
satisfactory Biblical reference material is 
available in other form. 

Not recommended for schools, libraries 
or individuals. 


A Panorama of the world’s legal 
systems, by John Henry Wigmore. 
Library edition with 500 illustrations. 
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Washington, D. C., Washington law 
book co. [c1928, 1935] Introductory 
price $6. 


The present work is a one-volume re- 
print, with a few changes, of the same 
title in three volumes, copyright 1928, 
published by the West publishing com- 
pany of St. Paul, and still available from 
the present publisher in its earlier form 
at $25. 

Says the preface: “The purpose of 
this book is to present, in narrative and 
pictures (for the first time in any lan- 
guage), an impressionistic survey of Law 
and Justice in all the progressive race- 
stocks from ancient times to the present. 

“The book is meant for the informa- 
tion of the lay public as well as the 
lawyers. 

“The pictures serve to supply the dis- 
tinctive atmosphere of each of the legal 
systems, and to make realistic the racial 
varieties of feature in the different in- 
stitutions. So they include the chief 
codes and typical legal documents (in 
facsimile), the scenes where law was 
enacted and justice was done, and the 
portraits and statues of eminent law- 
givers, judges, and other jurists... . 

“The narrative is based on the best 
attainable authorities for the various 
countries. It avoids any technical dis- 
cussion of legal principles. It seeks by 
concrete examples and descriptive in- 
cidents to portray lucidly the character- 
istics that give individuality to each legal 
system.” 

The author is dean emeritus of the 
faculty of law in Northwestern univer- 
sity, noted legal scholar and author or 
editor of various texts and other works 


.Egyptian, 


of legal interest. His work is based on 
illustrated lectures delivered to law stu- 
dents and audiences of lawyers. 

A Panorama of the world’s legal sys- 
tems surveys what the author considers 
the sixteen great historic legal systems— 
Mesopotamian, Hebrew, 
Chinese, Hindu, Greek, Roman, 
Japanese, Mohammedan, Keltic, Slavic, 
Germanic, Maritime, Canon, Roman- 
esque, and Anglican. Under each of these 
is outlined its history, with illustrative 
extracts from documents, mention of 
important legal personalities, and com- 
ment. Each section is concluded with 
lists giving sources of illustrations and of 
quoted documents, etc., and of general 
references. At the end is an Epilogue 
on the evolution of legal systems, and an 
Appendix with maps showing their dis- 
tribution. A list of illustrations and full 
index conclude the volume. 

The approximately 500 illustrations 
include, in addition to pictures of persons, 
places, and documents, pictures of historic 
legal events, and maps. Of the pictures 
of persons and events, many represent 
traditional or artistic conceptions rather 
than historical actualities and so serve 
as a stimulus to the imagination rather 
than as serious records. Examples are 
Munkacsy’s “Jesus arraigned before 
Pilate,” and David’s “Death of Socrates.” 
Some pictures seem irrelevant, for in- 
stance, the two of Mount Fuji. 

A couple of appraising paragraphs may 
be quoted from a review of the first 
edition by John Hanna, professor of law 
in Columbia university, in the Political 
Science Quarterly of March 1930. 

“Dean Wigmore has not attempted to 
write a treatise for the specialist or the 
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advanced student. He is rather an 
affable, well-read guide helping the 
average reader to an acquaintance with 
the historic significance of the lawyer’s 
profession. The book is meant to be a 
popular outline and should be criticized 
as such. 

“The merits of the volume as a popular 
compendium are numerous. To praise 
the admirable chapter on Greek law or 
to emphasize the timely quality of the 
account of Chinese ideology is to slight 
other divisions of the work equally 
fascinating and illuminating. The style 
is readable, the maps are well-chosen and 
helpful, the illustrations (nearly 500 in 
all) often are genuinely enlightening; 
the appearance of the work is attractive. 
The text with all its expository excellence 
seems needlessly uncritical at times. The 
dubious authority of much that passes 
for the history of the ancient world might 
have been more emphatically empha- 
sized. ... 

“One regrets too that Dean Wigmore 
ignored recent serious scholarship of 
Carlos Israels and others dealing with 
contemporary Russian law.” The sum- 
mary dismissal of this subject is not in 
keeping with the broad tone of the rest 
of the book. 

For the “average reader” mentioned in 
the review of which a part has been 
quoted, a librarian would probably substi- 
tute, “omnivorous reader” or “reader of 
education with a curiosity about the sub- 
ject.” With this qualification, the book 
is properly described as a “popular out- 
line.” 

As compared with the original three 
volumes, the present edition presents some 
added paragraphs on Ethiopia and Tibet, 


a 


additional references at the ends of 
chapters, and several new pictures. 

The attractiveness of the original three 
volumes, referred to by Professor Hanna, 
has suffered much in this reprint. The 
numerous color plates, which were of 
widely varying quality but which never- 
theless lent a pleasing effect, have been 
reproduced as ordinary half tones and 
have generally come out faded or blurred. 
Other illustrations are less clear than in 
the original work. 

Part of the poorer quality of the illus- 
trations is to be charged to the thin paper 
which permits any printing on the under- 
side of the leaf to show through and to 
enhance any tendency to grayness or in- 
distinctness. Apart from its transpar- 
ency, the paper is good. 

The type is very clear, and the margins 
ample. 

The book is covered with a blue, 
treated, waterproof cloth of good quality. 
The joints seem somewhat weak for 
heavy use. 

A Panorama of the world’s legal sys- 
tems should be enjoyed by lawyers, law 
students, and many laymen. The Library 
edition is recommended for interested in- 
dividuals and libraries desirous of a cheap 
reprint of the original work. The three- 
volume edition is preferable where it can 
be afforded because of the better paper 
and illustrations. 


Who’s who in American art; a bio- 
graphical directory of selected artists 
in the United States working in the 
media of painting and sculpture, 
graphic arts, illustration, design, and 
the handicrafts. Alice Coe Mc- 
Glauflin, editor. Vol. 1, 1936-37. 
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Washington, D. C., Am. federation 
of arts, 1935. 565p. $8; to libraries, 
$6. 

In this volume, the associate editor 
of the American art annual has brought 
together for the first time in one alpha- 
bet the biographical directories for special 
classes of artists which formerly ap- 
peared in various issues of the Annual. 
“Inclusion is based upon the following 
qualifications: to have had work in- 
cluded in recognized exhibitions; to have 
work in recognized public collections or 
in public buildings; to have received an 
award other than school prizes; to have 
original illustrations published; to be a 
professional craftsman or designer; to 
have achieved distinction in a particular 
phase of art.” 

Architects and landscape architects are 
excluded, a reference being made to lists 
of such names published by the American 
institute of architects and Society of land- 
scape architects respectively. 

A list of recommended lecturers on art, 
with brief information about them, fol- 
lows the alphabetical directory, and a 
special section contains obituaries of 
artists and important patrons of art who 
died between January 1934 and October 
1935. 

The geographical index which con- 
cludes the volume is by state only, with- 
out city subdivisions, though the city is 
indicated after the artist’s name. 

Information about an_ individual 
chiefly concerns his professional career. 
It includes post office address, date of 
birth, where and under whom his artistic 
training was obtained, awards and 
societies, the collections and public build- 
ings in which he is represented, and any 


book publications. Specific works of art 
with their location are frequently noted. 
Occasionally, however, it is disappoint- 
ing to find besides the address, merely 
date and place of birth with nothing 
to indicate the particular achievement 
which entitles the person to mention. 

According to the preface, only bio- 
graphical information verified by the sub- 
jects themselves has been included, with 
certain exceptions. These exceptions 
consist of new material added to notes 
which formerly appeared in the A meri- 
can art annual and (rarely) new names, 
such as that of Walt Disney, added 
without confirmation “in the interest of 
completeness.” Such unverified biog- 
raphies are marked to distinguish them 
from the others. 

“A certain number of artists formerly 
listed in THE AMERICAN ART ANNUAL 
who did not reply to inquiries have been 
omitted, and many new artists who have 
been included in important exhibitions, 
or have received recognized awards, are 
omitted because they did not submit veri- 
fied information.” 

The small proportion of the artists who 
appear in Who's who in America, 1934- 
35 is indicated by a comparison of the 
B sections of the two volumes. Of more 
than 600 names in this part of Who’s 
who in American art, only 85 appear in 
Who’s who in America. 

Certain minor defects were observed, 
as follows: failure to separate sections of 
names beginning with different letters; 
the alphabetizing of Bloch and Block 
without distinction ; and occasional typo- 
graphical errors in names in the geograph- 
ical index, such as Duiguid for Diu- 
guid and Boosermann for Bossermann. 


~ 
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Ambiguity sometimes results from the 
condensation of biographical material, 
particularly from the use of unexplained 
abbreviations retained, in order to use 
standing type, in notes brought over 
from the American art annual. An oc- 
casional misstatement was noted, such as 
a reference to a mural by Nell Brooker 
Mayhew in “the Mayo Clinic, Urbana, 
Illinois.” 

The geographical index lacks com- 
pleteness, judging from a number of 
omissions noted. For instance there is 
no entry under Idaho, although at least 
one artist, Olaf Moller, is a resident of 
that state. Walt Disney, Lucene Goode- 
now and Dorothy Ling Pulfrey are other 
names missing from the geographical list. 

The volume is compact and reasonably 
well bound. 

Biennial revision is planned. 

Who’s who in American art appears 
to be a representative list. —The combina- 
tion in one alphabet of the names for- 
merly scattered through various issues 
of the American art annual is a welcome 
convenience. The price seems moderate 
in comparison with many other publica- 
tions of this type. It is recommended 
for large libraries and for other libraries 
or institutions in which there is special 
interest in the subject. 


PRICE REDUCTIONS 


A letter from the Book house for 
children calls attention to reduced prices 
on the following sets, as noted: 

My book house, 12v., $33; single 
volume, $2.75. 

A picturesque tale of progress, 8v., 


$23.60; single volume, $2.95. 


My travelship, 3v., $9.75; single 
volume, $3.25. The publisher states 
that no change has been made in contents 
or physical make-up. 

These works were reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin as follows: 
My book house, October 1930; A pic- 
turesque tale of progress, October 1930; 
July 1932; July 1933; and April 1936; 
My travelship, October 1930. 


The Nature lovers library, reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin for 
July 1931, has been materially reduced 
in price, according to a statement from 
its publisher, the University society, so 
that prices now stand as follows: 

Volumes 1-6, complete, $19.50. 

Volumes 1-3 (Birds of America), 
$10.50. 

Volumes 1-4 (Birds and mammals of 
America), $13.50. 

Replacements, per volume, $3.50. 

Libraries are entitled to a 25% dis- 
count from these prices, f.o.b. New York. 

Birds of America is also available com- 
plete in one volume at $3.95. This is 
identical in text and pictures with the 
three-volume set, except for a trifling 
rearrangement of some of the material. 
The three-volume set is printed on 
heavier paper, is much more substantially 
bound, and its individual volumes are 


_ lighter and more convenient to handle 


than the one-volume edition. The bind- 
ing on the one-volume work will not 
stand heavy use. The two works are 
equal in the quality of the printing and of 
the color work. 

Which form of the Birds of America 
is the better purchase, when only this part 
of the set is desired, will depend not only 
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on the initial cost, but also on the kind 
of use to which the work will be put 
and on the kind of treatment it is likely 
to receive. 


NOTES 


The American historical scene, which 
was originally published by the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania press at $20 and 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin 
for January 1936, has been issued in a 
reprint edition by Carlton house (a 
subsidiary of Random house) at the 
modest price of $1.98. The publisher 
states that the text is exactly the same 
as in the original edition. ‘The type 
and paper are excellent and it is ade- 
quately bound in blue art canvas with 
gold stamping. 


Information has been received from 
the publishers of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica that the price to libraries of 
the buckram edition is now $159. A 
trade-in allowance of $25 is made for the 
old set. If cash is paid at the time of 
purchase or within thirty days, an addi- 
tional discount of $10 is given, making 
the total price $124. For cash within 
six months, the additional discount is $5. 
The Britannotex edition is priced at $138, 
without trade-in allowances. A review 
of the 1936 issue of this encyclopedia ap- 
peared in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
October 1936, p.55. 


The possibility of a misinterpretation 
of a statement in the review of Webster’s 
elementary dictionary in the Subscription 


Books Bulletin, January 1936, has been 


brought to the attention of the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee. The statement 
referred to is “Webster has more words 
(38,500) than Thorndike (23,281).” 
To clarify any misunderstanding on this 
point, it should be said that in this larger 
number Webster includes, according to 
the preface, “over twelve thousand 
derivatives” which are printed after the 
definitions of the root words but are not 
defined, whereas Thorndike, according 
to the publishers, includes a definition or 
illustrative example for each vocabulary 
entry and excludes undefined deriva- 
tives. 


INDEXING AND BINDING PLANS 

The annual indexes to the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin were cumulated 
through the first four volumes (1930- 
1933), following which a “Binding sug- 
gestion” was published in the January 
1934 issue, p.2, advising subscribers to 
bind these four volumes together. 

It is the intention of the Committee to 
continue the present cumulative index 
through volume 8, and it is suggested 
that volumes 5-8 then be bound together. 





Fe cong is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 


tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal wote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 








ican Library Association. 
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